










May 22, 2010
Ray LaHood

Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE:  Bicycle/Pedestrian access on the new Portal Bridge-New Jersey

Dear Secretary LaHood,

I am writing to request that USDOT guarantees that bicycle and pedestrian access be included on the new Portal Bridge being constructed over the Hackensack River. The East Coast Greenway Alliance (ECGA) has been advocating for bicycling and pedestrian access to be included on this bridge for the past three years and have been involved in every step of the process. We feel that ECGA’s recommendations have not been given the serious attention they deserve. 

This new piece of major infrastructure would provide non-motorized users with a key connection between New Jersey’s two largest cities: Newark and Jersey City. Access to this bridge will also provide another means for citizens to access the many pathways and amenities which are planned to be developed along the Hackensack River.  The bridge would also be a vital connection for the East Coast Greenway which is developing a safe and accessible bicycle/pedestrian corridor from Maine to Florida.

NJ Transit and Amtrak have repeatedly stated that they cannot include bicycle/pedestrian access because of security and safety issues.  The evidence shows bridges with frequent non-motorized users make our infrastructure more secure because the users serve as monitors as well. There are also many precedents in New York City and the rest of the country where bicycle/pedestrian access is also included on rail bridges and this hasn’t compromised the safety of the facility or our traveling public.

The decision to include bicycle and pedestrian access along the Portal Bridge will be a major precedent for the future of rail with trail access in the United States. Having “Complete Rails” built is akin to the Complete Streets movement in that when major infrastructure is built with federal tax dollars we feel it should accommodate all users.

I urge USDOT to ensure bicycle & pedestrian access in included on the new Portal Bridge. Future generations will thank us for it.

Sincerely yours,

(Include signature, printed name, mailing address and email address)
Cc. 
James Weinstein, Executive Director, NJ Transit


James Simpson, Commissioner NJ DOT
