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Cyclist Dave Wood of Maine
crosses a scenic bridge in
Simsbury, Connecticut during
the First ECG Maine to Florida
Tour, the inaugural end-to-end
tour of the East Coast
Greenway. Seven cyclists com-
pleted the historic journey from
Calais to Key West, riding
nearly 2,800 miles over 53 days
in autumn of 2004.

The Simsbury bridge is located
along the Farmington Canal
Greenway, an integral piece of
the East Coast Greenway in
central Connecticut that runs
from New Haven to Simsbury.

(Photo by Ray Giglio)
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Greetings from the Executive Director

In July of 1992, ten cyclists ped-
aled from Boston to Washington
to explore the route for a pro-
posed “East Coast Greenway.”
The vision of a city-to-city, shared-
use path had just been launched,
and this tour was as much a pro-
motional event as an opportunity
to see what was out there.

The cyclists experienced many complete trails and some
potential sections. Governors and mayors along the route
issued endorsements, and scores of articles appeared
in local media. The Greenway was on its way!

Twelve years later, much of the ECG-since expanded
to encompass the entire East Coast—is complete or in
some phase of development. There now exists broad
excitement and support for this new linear park. In the
fall of 2004 seven intrepid cyclists (all over age 50!) rode
from Calais, Maine to Key West, Florida. Many won-

derful sights and hundreds of welcoming people greeted
them along their journey. While they relished completed
trail sections, they were not happy with much of the
interim on-road route, and we learned firsthand the im-
portance of completing this safe place that our children
and grandchildren can someday enjoy.

Now we must redouble our efforts to expedite comple-
tion of the Greenway. Our target date of 2010-barely
visible in the distance in 1991—-now looms just five years
away. Our 2004 tour has helped us refocus our ener-
gies on the prize. Moving a substantial part of the ECG
off-road will be our top priority over the coming five years.

Sincerely,

K M. Voot

Karen Votava
Executive Director



rail and Route Development

The East Coast Greenway
moved forward in 2004 in
terms of trail construction and
designation, design work, and
overall public awareness.
Significant headway was made
in New Jersey, with two new trail
segments designated, an
important bike/ped bridge
opened, and a criticlal routing
study completed for its densely

developed northern region.

Milestones of Progress

Nearly 27 miles of trail were completed, designated, or opened for public
use in 2004. Four new trail segments totalling 11.8 miles were officially
designated as East Coast Greenway, and seven additional segments were
opened for public use but have not yet gone through the formal designation
process. Two important bridges in Maine and New Jersey were also
constructed, allowing trail users to travel more safely and easily along the
Greenway. From north to south, the year’s highlights include:

Lisbon Trail Lisbon, Maine

A one-mile segment of a planned 4.3-mile trail through the town of Lisbon
was completed in 2004 and opened for public use.

Eastern Trail Scarborough, Maine

The long awaited bridge over Scarborough Marsh was put in place in fall
2004 just in time for the cyclists of the First ECG Maine to Florida Tour to
use it as they passed through southern Maine. Construction of the
bridge enabled a new two-mile section of the Eastern Trail to be open to
the public. This is significant because it allows trail users to avoid traveling
roughly 12 miles along a formerly used on-road detour.



Blackstone River Bikeway Millbury, Massachusetts & Lincoln, Rhode Island
Two new sections of this planned 48-mile trail were built in 2004. In Millbury, 2.5 miles were completed but are not
yet open for public use. In Rhode Island, a new half-mile section was opened in Lincoln, incorporating a historic
bridge across the Blackstone River.

Farmington Canal Greenway  Southington, Connecticut
Two of seven miles of trail opened as Southington’s first segment of ECG.

Hudson River Waterfront Walkway Jersey City, New Jersey

A half-mile section of the planned 15-mile Hudson River Walkway were
designated as East Coast Greenway in Jersey City in November.

D&R Canal Towpath Mercer and Somerset Counties, New Jersey

An additional 5.3 miles of the Delaware & Raritan Canal Towpath between
South Bound Brook and New Brunswick were officially designated as
ECG in 2004. This joins the 29-mile stretch that was designated in 1996
to form the longest uninterrupted piece of East Coast Greenway in
existence to date. In Lawrenceville, an important new bike/ped bridge
opened in August along the Towpath over US Route 1, addressing serious
safety issues related to crossing the busy, four-lane highway.

Walkers enjoying D&R Canal Towpath



rail and Route Development

“I hope all our members
recognize that they are a part
of something very important.
We should take seriously the
opportunity to participate in a
project that, still in its
incipience, will have a vast
impact on American society in
our own lifetimes.”

Mark Fenton
Vice Chair, Board of Trustees

Odenton Road Bicycle Path

Designated in 2004, the Bicycle Path spans roughly one mile and is part
of the route that will connect Annapolis to Washington, D.C.

Odenton, Maryland

WBG&A Trail

Five miles of the 22-mile Washington, Baltimore & Annapolis Trail were
designated as part of the Greenway in Anne Arundel County.

Anne Arundel County, Maryland

Metropolitan Branch Trail = Washington, D.C.

A 0.3-mile section of the MBT was completed as part of the New York Ave.
Metro station. The entire trail is projected to be complete in 2009.

Tobacco Heritage Trail LaCrosse & Brodnax, Virginia

Nearly 3.5 miles of the THT were opened for public use in LaCrosse and
Brodnax in southern Virginia, with the first official use of the segment by
cyclists of 2004’s end-to-end tour. The Greenway will use about 50 miles
of the planned 174-mile loop between Lawrenceville and Clarkesville.

Cape Fear River Trail Fayetteville, North Carolina

The first 3.7 mile segment of Fayettville’s Cape Fear River Trail opened in
October. When complete, the trail will span approximately eight miles.



Interim Route

In addition to progress made on off-road segments of the East Coast
Greenway, strides were also made in relation to the ECG’s interim on-
road route, used to temporarily connect completed Greenway segments.
New Jersey defined its interim route thanks to a state sponsored routing
study. The fall tour illuminated some deficiences in the interim route,
leading to a reevaluation of on-road routes in a number of states along
the East Coast Greenway corridor.

Northern New Jersey Route Study

Defining a feasible route for the East Coast Greenway through heavily
developed northern New Jersey was one of the key accomplishments of
2004. A cooperative effort with the N.J. Dept. of Transportation and the
RBA Group, an engineering firm, the study not only analyzes and maps

A fishing pier as seen from North Carolina’

the route but also defines short and long-term goals for implementation. Cape Fear River Trail. Greenway momen-
The proposed route extends 64 miles from the D&R Canal Towpath in tum increased dramatically in North Caro-
the south to Liberty State Park in Jersey City, incorporating open space lina throughout 2004, with local ECG ad-
and many trail facilities that are either already existing or proposed in vocacy groups forming in Wilmington and

regional, county, or municipal plans. in Perquimans and Pasquotank Counties.



irst East Coast Greenway Maine to Florida Tour

On Nov. 3, 2004, seven cyclists
made history as the first group to
ever travel the full length of the
East Coast Greenway. Riding
roughly 2,800 miles over 53 days,
their journey sparked significant
national interest in the Greenway
project. The Alliance thanks the
tour’'s cyclists and the many
people who lent their homes,
resources, and time to make this

event a tremendous success.

Historic Journey

Between Sept. 12 and Nov. 3, 2004, eleven cylists participated in the
First ECG Maine to Florida Tour, the inaugural end-to-end tour of the
East Coast Greenway. Seven of the cyclists made the full journey from
Calais to Key West, crossing 15 states plus the District of Columbia and
experiencing all the many different landscapes of the eastern seaboard.
Of the tour’s 11 participating riders, all but one was over age 50, proving
that the Greenway is truly a trail for people of all ages and abilities.

Lessons Learned

Pioneers in many respects, the cyclists traveled the completed 20 percent
of the Greenway using on-road connecting routes for the remaining 80
percent of the tour. This taught us many things about the route, helping
us prioritize improvements in the years ahead for both the off-road tralil
and the on-road interim route. Much has been accomplished in the
nearly 15 years that the East Coast Greenway has been in development,
but there remains a significant amount of grassroots work to be done by
the many dedicated volunteers who make up our 16 state committees
and local support groups.
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Spreading the Greenway Vision

The tour provided an unparalleled opportunity to raise awareness about
the East Coast Greenway. In addition to the numerous people that the
cyclists met and talked with along their ride, the tour also secured over
300 instances of coverage in print, radio, television, and online media.

National outlets like USA Today, National Public Radio, and CNN spread
the Greenway vision to approximately 16 million Americans. Local
coverage also appeared in at least 28 states plus a number of significant
non-national newspapers including the Boston Globe, Miami Herald,
Seattle Times, Los Angeles Times, and Charlotte Observer.

Funds Raised

Cyclists of the First ECG Maine to Florida Tour were required to raise
$10,000 in pledges if riding the entire tour or $3,000 if riding one of the
four individual segments. Income totaled nearly $75,000 and expenses
$30,500, netting $44,500 to fund the Alliance’s vital work. An additional
$35,000 in in-kind donations helped increase the profitability of the tour
substantially. Thanks to all the tour’s supporters for their generosity!

Mike and Anne Kruimer and Jack Kurrle
lead the pack as cyclists of the First ECG
Maine to Florida Tour travel the 106-
mile Overseas Heritage Trail, the south-
ernmost segment of the Greenway,
stretching from Key Largo to Key West.
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rganizational Growth

The Alliance grew steadily in 2004,
almost tripling its membership and
adding 32 new life members. This
permitted the ECGA to further
increase its capacity by hiring two
new staff members. Such growth
indicates that public awareness of
the ECG is increasing. More
importantly, it adds to the project’s
overall momentum, which means
the trail will be moved off road at a

quicker pace in the years ahead.

Membership

As a membership organization, the ECGA depends greatly on its many
members to continue its crucial work on the East Coast Greenway.
Since 2003, the Alliance has focused heavily on membership
recruitment to increase clout and decrease dependence on foundation
grants. Direct mailings to targeted lists provided by partner trail
organizations resulted in a dramatic increase in membership totals.

By the end of 2004, membership stood at 3,210, roughly six times the
number of members at the end of 2002. Membership contributions
totaled $47,198 in 2004, the most in ECGA history.

New ECGA Life Members

Robin Abedon ¢ Talissa Altes ¢+ Sarah Anderson « Linda Black
Brenda Blauch ¢+ Mark & Lisa Caron + William Conway
Tom Dameron * Frank Gibb ¢ Lillie Gilbert + Jo Martha Glushko
Randall Hoobler + Daniel Kostick « Phillip Lenko ¢« Martha Levering
Joe Linker ¢« Ken Long ¢« Susan Newhouse ¢ David O’Leary
Clint Oster + Joshua Parkhurst + Lee Rigney * Ann Rougle
Charles Sexton ¢ Sidney Skolnick + Nancy Stedman ¢ Geoff Steele
Brian Totty + Edward & Patricia Troike ¢« David Warfield
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groups are essential to the progress of the East Coast Greenway 21540
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inancial Report: Fiscal Year 2004

Revenue

In line with our goal of decreasing overall dependence

In 2004, the Alliance took a major step forward i
on grants, 2004's inaugural end-to-end tour proved a

financially. Revenues increased from $302,950 successful fundraiser. Income from tour events promises

in 2003 to $423,458 in 2004, enabling the Alli- to be a sustaining source of income in coming years.

ance to add two staff to its central office and to Program Income

step up trail development activitie. Income from 4% \ M?:l::ter:::it?:ne;nd
48%

memberships and contributions increased nearly

$50,000 over the previous year’s total as a result

of a highly effective direct mail program. Notably,

a substantial grant from the State of Connecticut

provided considerable funding for progress in the Grants
state and permitted advancement of a key section a8%

of the Greenway east of Hartford.



Program services activities focused primarily on trail
development and advocacy in 2004. Increased
fundraising expenses stemmed from the direct mail
campaigns aimed at building our membership base.

Program Services

Fundraising 53%
45%

Administration
2%
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ile Sponsors 2004

The Alliance is proud to report that 2004 was
the most successful year of the Sponsor-A-Mile
program since its inception in 1999. Many of
this year’'s 140 mile sponsors also chose to
fund a state committee, which helped further
advocacy efforts at the state and local levels.
Mile sponsors’ names are currently being
placed in five informational kiosks along the
East Coast Greenway. Eventually, there will
be trailside kiosks in all states traversed by
the ECG corridor. Of the 2,685 total miles, 715

of them have been sponsored to date.
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onors: January 1 - December 31, 2004

The Alliance gratefully
acknowledges the support
of its many members and
friends during the 2004
fiscal year. Your ongoing
generosity is critical to our
mission to create the East
Coast Greenway trail

network. Thank you!
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Robert Pollack
David Poorvu
Douglas Porter
Juliana Potter
Leonard Prosnitz
Mary Prybylo
Anthony Puntin
Thomas Quarles
Douglas Rademacher
Ira Radin

Lisa Ramey
David Read

Ruth Reeve
JRestani

Elisa Roberts
Gareth Roberts
Peter & Janet Roderick
Roseann Romito
Len Rosenberg

Mary Rowe

Marilyn Saiewitz
Susan Samtak

Brian & Fran Sanchez
David Scarbro
Donald Schneider
Lewis Schneider

Lois Schneider

Peter Schur

Paul Schwartz
Charles Schwieters
Fred Selby

Judi Sewell

Robyn Shapiro

Ted Shattuck

John Sheppard
Marywinne Sherwood
Ivan Skott

Ann Smith

Bradford Smith

David Smith

Robert Smith

Timothy Smith

John Sofia

Sound Cyclists Bicycle Club
John Spence

Louisa Spottswood
Susan Stamps
Charles Steen
Charles & Katherine Sterling
Jon Stevens

Ronald & Charlotte Straight
Ellen Sudow

John Summerville

Karen Sundback
Robert Tafel

Tannen Family Foundation
John Tate

Betsi Jane Taylor
Karen Tell

Judith Teller

Lois Tetreault
Richard Thibodeau
William Thiele

D.S. Thomas

Julie Thomas

Sara Thom pson

Anna Marie Thron
Karen Tourian
George Tregea
Michael Trimble
Edward & Patricia Troike
Margaret Truman
Paul Tubach
Frederick Tullock
Machia Uthappa
Christian Van Dorn
Irene Van Slyke
Kathleen Vanhouten
George VanMeter
Mariano Vega
Vilmain + Klinger, Inc.
Robert & Karen Vollinger
Karen & Bob Votava
Nancy Vroom

Carol Waaser

Evan Wachs

John Waltz

David Warner

Maggie Warren
Morris Warren
Steven Watsky

Jim and Jennell Watson
Weathershy Guild Inc.
Agnes Weis

Peddrick & Judy Weis
Karin Weisburgh
Elliott Wennet

Jon Wergin

Jeanne Westmoreland
Gordon White

John Wiley, Jr.
Jacqueline Wilson
Linda Wilson

Kevin Wolf

Evelyn Wolfson
Joseph Wood
Maurice Wood
Richard Woodbury
Milton Wright

Elfrieda Wyner
Lawrence Zagarola
Laura Zawadzke
Michael Zillig

Bettina Zimney
Susan Zweig
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