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he 1982 Surface Transportation Assistance Act

- Increased the national gas tax by 5 cents
» Rhode Island’s share 1s $430 million over three years

- Some funds are earmarked for bicycle transportation
- Federal funds will cover 100% of the cost of the bike
path through the Federal Highway Association (FHWA).
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ongress amends the National Trails System Act

- Preserves abandoned rail corridors for future
rail -- called "railbanking”

- Allows them to be temporarily repurposed
for other uses such as bikeways

« Converts them to interim trails.
















Rhode Island Joint Commission

March 1980, Representative Thomas Byrnes introduces a bill to study the

use of bicycles as an alternate form of transportation and as an energy
saver.

The Joint Commission consisted of six General Assembly Representatives
from various statewide towns and one each from:
« AMTRAK
» RI Department of Environmental Management
- RI Department of Transportation
» RI Public Transit Authority
» Narragansett Bay Wheelmen / RI Bike Coalition
- Governor’s Energy Office































"the perfect confluence of people and talents”

“It was one of the toughest things I ever did in state government, because of really
deep seated opposition from many politically connected people. I think
Representative Tom Byrnes and I drove Governor Garrahy crazy and many times he
wished the whole thing would just go away, but eventually we persevered.

In later years Governor Garrahy said that there were few projects which gave him
more headaches while he was in office, but that after it was done he got more
positive comments about it than any other thing that he had ever done."

Ed Wood
RIDEM and RIDOT Director










I Funding and Cost |

- Pare's original estimate was $1.3 million dollars
- November 1984, the FHWA awards $1.3 million
- 100% federal funded by FHWA

- Final Cost $7.5 Million ($517,000 per mile)

- Today's cost of average mile ranges $5k to $535k.







































































































What We Have Learned ?

Time Tested Elements Areas for Improvement
- Rails-to-Trails - Increased Paved Width
- Feasibility Study - Increased Paved Depth
- Public Outreach - Bridge Deck Material
- Design Criteria - Root Barrier/Maintenance
- Bridge Rehab Methods
« S-Curves
Continuing Trends
Obstacles Overcome - Public Opposition

- State/Municipality Reservations - Need for strong advocacy!
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Our thanks to the many people who
took the time to answer our questions
and share their memories of the

creation of the East Bay Bike Path.
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