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South Fork Trail | McAdenville, NC 



89,600 acres



89,600 acres 985,600 acres



89,600 acres 985,600 acres 1,702,400 acres



SMILE – “Saving Mountain Island Lake for 
Everyone”
16,000+ acres conserved
Some privately owned with conservation 
easement
Some CLC owns
Some with Thread Trail easements
Focus Areas

Water Quality & Quantity
Wildlife Habitat
Farmland Preservation
Connection to Nature



Blue Bird Farm





Conservation Easement 

Fee Simple Acquisition



Maintain RestoreMonitor



Catawba River







Cedrone Farm | Huntersville, NC





Buffalo Creek Preserve | Mt. Pleasant, NC





Girl Scouts’ Dale Earnhardt Environmental Leadership Campus at Oak Springs | Statesville, NC 



2 States
15 Counties
88 Municipalities
1,630 Planned Miles
300 Trails Open

Trails
Greenways
Blueways (paddling)
Sidewalk Connectors
Variety of Trail Surface 
Types





Current Trail + CLC Conservation Projects:
Forney Creek

Seven Oaks Preserve

Rocky Pop

Massapoag

Eastover Ridge

Cat Long Preserve

Holly Track



Promote a regional vision of connectivity
Facilitate implementation of master plans
Facilitate collaboration among communities
Provide technical education and support to partners
Provide grants to acquire land, plan, and construct trails 
(Carolina Thread Trail Implementation Grant Program)
Seek local, regional, state, and national funds
Coordinate with CLC to create trail opportunities



15 counties

Adopted into land 
development plans

Local and 
community driven 



Approximately 60 Trail Miles 
Complete

11 Blueway Launches

170.2 Planned Miles in CTT 
Master Plan



140 miles

Multi-county

Cross-state

Statesville, NC  Great Falls, SC

5 Other “Priority Corridors” Within 
Region in Addition to North-South Spine 

Increase Continuous Mileage in Priority 
Corridors – Strategic Planning Moving 
Forward.



Connecting Communities through Paddling
Catawba River
South Fork River

Rocky River
Pee Dee River



Total: 21.6 

Miles

CTT Grant 

Funding 

$450K+





Total: Approximately 

23.5 Miles 

Total CTT Funding 

Awarded - $945K



TRAIL 
IMPLEMENTATION 

GRANTS



CATALYTIC FUNDING

• Acquisition
• Corridor Planning
• Engineering and Design
• Construction (our favorite!!)

Since it began – approx. $6,000,000 
awarded, which has helped to leverage other 
public and private funding for trails and land 

protection



CATALYTIC FUNDING

Evaluation Factors:

• Focus on trail construction in 
priority corridors

• Regional competitive process 
with weighted scoring

• Two application cycles per 
year    



TRAIL HIGHLIGHTS



FOUNDERS TRAIL
York County

Rock Hill & Fort Mill, SC



KINGS MOUNTAIN 
GATEWAY TRAIL

Cleveland County

Kings Mountain, NC



Cherokee County

Gaffney, SC

OVERMOUNTAIN VICTORY NATIONAL 
HISTORIC TRAIL:

LAKE WHELCHEL SEGMENT



Mecklenburg County

Charlotte, NC

NORTH-SOUTH SPINE:
LITTLE SUGAR CREEK GREENWAY

HUNTINGTOWNE FARMS TO I-485 



LONG CREEK TRAIL EXTENSION

Mecklenburg County

Charlotte, NC



Mecklenburg County

Cornelius, NC

ANTIQUITY GREENWAY



RIVER LINK GREENWAY
Gaston County

Cramerton, NC



Mecklenburg County

Charlotte, NC

UPTOWN CYCLE TRACK



Gaston County

Mount Holly, NC

MOUNT HOLLY RIVERFRONT 
GREENWAY



Little Sugar Creek Greenway – Tyvola Rd to Huntingtowne Farms

Uptown Cycle Track Irwin/Stewart Creek GreenwaysToby Creek Greenway

West Branch Rocky River Greenway



South Fork Trail | McAdenville, NC 



How do I find 
Thread Trails?
Mobile friendly with 
real-time GPS
Filter based on location, 
activity and difficulty



Examples….showcasing trails throughout the 
CTT Region

Bike-n-Brew with Blue Blaze Brewing
Sunset Bike Ride
City Bike Tour
Sunset Bike Ride
Nature Hike
Fitness Walk
South Fork River Paddle



500 Annual 
Volunteers

Trail building
Invasive species 
eradication

Public/corporate 
workdays

Outreach events



4-Day Certification Course
Sustainable Natural Surface Trails          
40 hrs of service annually for 3 years
98 Volunteer Leaders

1-Day Training Session
Advocate for Carolina Thread Trail
Volunteer at Thread Trail outreach events
Assist with outdoor programs



June 1, 2019  |  June 6, 2020 – (rescheduled for Fall 2020??)



Blue Blaze Brewing, Charlotte, NC

10% of profits donated to the Thread Trail



STRAP SIGN

STENCIL

MEDALLION
DOUBLE POST 

SIGN
LOLLIPOP 

SIGN
ASSURANCE

MARKER



www.catawbalands.org
www.carolinathreadtrail.org

#catawbalands
#carolinathreadtrail

CatawbaLands
CarolinaThreadTrail

@CatawbaLands
@ThreadTrail



Bret Baronak
Carolina Thread Trail, Project 

Director
bret@carolinathreadtrail.org


