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West Philadelphia > Hoboken

EAST COAST GREENWAY
120 miles

"""" WEST PHILADELPHIA > HOBOKEN
BICYCLE RIDE, 2018
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New York/New Jersey: Industrial Ring
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New York/New Jersey: Industrial Ring

Retired Hudson Generating Station
Image: Michael Mancuso for NJ.com
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Theories of Wastelands
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Toward the green city through revitalizing
major obsolescent urban lands

Ken Greenberg

o
on a broad ranga of assignments i highly divers urban seitings in

of downtowns, Walertronis, neighbormoods, and campus mastar
Do, e s e e s weig Sat B on 10

the Fan Pisr in sosm me Southwes! and Soutoast Wateronts n

closer to workplaces with reduced travel imes. For many city
dwellers,
the “resort” in sityfor leisure in ciose proxin

“There are many examples that ilustrate some of the dimen-
sions of this process of cyclial transformation. Many of the
absolescent areas of cities that | am refening to were actually
formed or occupied in the middle of the 19th century when the

Washingt
ana oty oritacimers Sqoers Dambmige‘ m Downmwn
d Economic and Urban Design Action Siralegy and.
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mprameniaion o ho Conventon Disil Moy Aan 1 o Juan,
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mor Corp (30DG). i 8ach ciy, with oach praect, s trategi
oot

world in low-lying areas near bodies of water. A particular
aspect that warrants recognition is the dissolution of the false
dichotomy. both professional and conceptual, that divided the
city from the natural world. Like many powerful and timely
impulses, this reconciliaion has had many sources: scientiic,
cultural, aesthetic. Itis significant as an example of simuttane-

the tovement called atention 1o appaling

“The Natural City,” Toronto, 23-25 June, 2004, spansored by the.
Unisrsiy of Torontas Dusien of o Envionmers lsitte for
i Studios, and ihe Word Sodiety for ENistics.

Introduction

Obsolescent lands including urban waterfronts — seafronts,
Iskeirois, and erforts— and vast racks o bsclescentpor.
industrial, railwa, rehousing lands have become e
ow oo v s wi tne potental o e, Typially
these are undenutilized or abandoned places from which the
ciies drived their prosperity and vialy, and notwithstanding
renewed vitaity and polentia’.

Inthe mid 1990s, 1 first used the phrase *retreat of the indus-
trial glacier” as a metaphor to describe twa Key concepts of
urban regeneration - firsly, i is a long, slow process and sec-
andly, it exhibits a centain inevitabiity. AS the ingustrial glacier
recedes, if reveals an extraordinary temain of availabilty and a

rom place fo place, ihere appear 1o bé & number of common
characleristics. There is an almost universat psychological
desire 10 be near water and ravines, valleys and protected
woodlands. The powerful alure of these great nalural features
o X , work and there.

with a boundless or expanded horizon. Becaus of the central-
ity of thase places, relating to the reasons the cities were
founded there in the frst place, they offer a great possibilty for
‘compact ang more “Sustainable” development, puting housing

le. Powerful symbois, Such
as the Cuyahoga River fir Tro, craqed furnar awaraness of e
need for urgent action at all levels.

The change in consciousness has also been fostered by
inspired practiioners and writers including fan McHarg, Design
with Nature, Ann Spim, The Granite Garden, and Michasl
Hough, Gty Form and Natural Process. These thiee fandscape

[
in ity form.  Their ideas have opened possibiliies for a new
way of thinking beyond canventional miligation and manage-
ment of impacts 1o ane based on new possibiles for creative
synthesis. Itis also based on the acknowledgment that hu-
mans are part o nature. Two riatively recent antilogles

mon Ground, edited by Willam Cronan. Reinventing
Nt ediod by Mionast Souls and Gary Lease, 1156 g
question — whatis nature and wildemess when it exists without

e
derto develop  vison o th fture s necessany 1 under-
stand the nature of the city, nctions as & mme for
the vast majoriy of peogle o e 2 o vl

o Quoton o A Spim et e noed 1o undor-

ments: “We need to move away from the persistent, comman
‘perception of the city as & degraded enviranment and wilder-
ness as a pristine place untainited by human presence

have to deal with ciies as systems in which cultural processes
creale an environment that's decidedly different from undis-

o natu-
ral process.” These ideas are also reflected in Jane Jacobs'
most recent book and great synthesis of natural systems and
economics, The Nature of Economies.
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ON GEAR
AND
RANGE

— Gullivar Shepard

THE NEW ICONS of the early 21st-cenlury American
urban landscape may be marifest, as Witold Rybezynski
suggested, in tne proliferation of bollards and secarity
barriers orompted by tae Oklahorra City bombing,

*he bombing of the LS. Embassies in Kenya and
Tanzania, and, o course, 9/°1. Without questioning

the sincere concerns that inspired these measures,

we should see the speed and callousness of their
deployment across many Amer can cities as 3 cautionary
tale, This is especialy true since the single-minded
engineering zeal behind their implementation has
compromised the very thing it was meant to protect—
the public realm. In Rybezynskis words, the result is a
“sortof lardscaped demilitar'zed zone between the
ouilding and the street.”

Protection has :Fus irrevocasly changad the
contemporary city as a p'aceba program of sorts; it

is often paired with tie imagery and rhetoric of oab-
lie space impravements, but it docs not, in itself, make
any programmatic contribution to the city. In fact, it
appears that the more protection that a site requires—
standoff distances, barricr rating systems, chicane
configurations. and tne [ke—the mare challenging it

is 10 estaslish a flourishing Lrban program there
Particularly in tre eyes of the public, attempts to
integrate security barriers nto the urban fabr'c have
produced very ‘ew success stories. The unveiling of
the scearity measures that surround the new Wor'd
Trade Center in Lower Manhattan, for instance, caused
widespread dismay, with tne structures earning moni-
Kers like "gr'm fortress.”

In tne aftermath of hurricanas Katrina, Irene, and
Sandy which together resulted in a total of over 5200
bill'on in damages;, coasta barriers ard other structures
responding ta climate change are nositioned to pecome
tie next emblematic features of our buitt urban

UR 7 rhan Ressarcr

environment * Broadly speaking, flood protection
infrastructure serves the same purposes as security
barriers—civi and economic deferse—and it comes with
s0me of the same risks. In the United States, there are
aiready 2 nurber of sobering examoles. Flood barrers
alorg the length of the Mississippi River, for instance.
have ironically crested inland stormwater flocding
and disrupted aatural oatteras of sedimentation.
requiring yet more protective barriers. Jobn McPhee.
s been perhaps the best chronc.er of America’s
hubristic attempts to contro the Mississippi and
of the resulting ‘nfrastructural arms race. All tne while,
this Mississioai flood infrastructure has devastated
the vitaity of formerly thriving urban waterfronts in
the Mdwest
The frequently cited precedent of the Dutck
coastal harrier system, the Zuiderzee Works, operates
fram afar to protect the 66% o tic aatior’s papulation
located in coastal urban centers. This structare and
earthwor<s program—which took fifty-five years to
mplement  should be understood s the culmination
of acutture and a nat'on's centuries-long struggle
to deal with the advarcirg sea. America might not
be able to easily import such s finely tuned concept
for casstal protection. Tre American city is pertaps
best characterized as 3 oastiche resulting from rapid
growth spurts, stimulated by the sadden, even violent,
of new uctures like p
railroads, highways, airperls, shipoing-container
facilities, civil-security barriers, and so on. Historically
each of these infrastructures is associated with a
proliferation of economic opportunity, but also with
the fragmentation of abutting communities and
disruptions in city fabrics. Storm-surge barriers might
insire tne next such reaction that inevitably changes
the shape and feel of the American ¢ ty,

Watesprooting New verk

Gullivar Shepard, 2015
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Theories of Wastelands

WHIRLY BALL
Whirly Ball, Bowling, Games,
Nightlife

From MVVA, Lathrop Homes Framework Plan, 2015
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Trails and Active Infrastructure

THE GREEN NEW DEAL, LANDSCAPE, AND
PUBLIC IMAGINATION

By Nicholas Pevzner

From the July 2019 Issue of Landscape Architecture Magazine

10/14/2019 THE GREEN NEW DEAL, LANDSCAPE, AND PUBLIC IMAGINATION | Landscape Architecture Magazine

government to improve daily life in both the city and countryside. The New Deal programs deployed
design for its power of persuasion, each in its own way, to build the case that these programs were in the
public interest, even in the face of conservatives” discomfort with such a broad expansion of government.

The TVA built large infrastructure projects throughout the Tennessee Valley, such as dams, roads, and
power lines, jump-starting local economies and putting thousands of people to work in their design and
construction. But the TVA also went beyond just infrastructure by considering the holistic system of
infrastructure and urbanization across an entire watershed and expanding the scope of design and
planning. It built dams for navigation, dams for flood control, and dams for industry and rural
electricity —codesigned with a system of roads, worker settlements, and even new towns. The TVA
incorporated design at multiple scales to build a case for this new infrastructure. Dams were carefully
integrated into their surrounding landscape. Approach roads were meticulously designed to reveal the
dams in an almost cinematic sequence. Architectural details on the dams themselves heightened their
sense of scale and their gleaming modernity. And carefully crafted signage proudly proclaimed in bold
typeface that this facility was “Built for the People of the United States.” The TVA was perhaps the most
holistic version of New Deal federal planning, coupling large-scale energy production with industrial
development, landscape design, town planning, and land management. It not only transformed the
economy of a seven-state region, but also crafted a wholly new landscape narrative and design language
for public works projects and public landscape.

The WPA focused instead on supporting the construction of an enormous number of municipal-scale
public facilities, such as postal buildings, schools, parks, roads, and bridges. It employed some eight
million people, creating work for laborers, craftspersons, and designers in the design and construction of
these facilities. It also supported the arts in the face of massive unemployment, hiring graphic artists to
design posters, theater directors to produce plays, photographers to document public life and New Deal
programs, for example —and in one instance, hired model makers to build a 17=100" replica of San
Francisco, an effort that took two years. The iconic WPA posters of national parks, created for the WPA’s
Federal Art Project, captured the drama of these public landscapes, and WPA photographs and
documentaries celebrated the optimistic and occasionally sublime quality of New Deal public works.
The WPA not only supported the arts through the Great Depression, but did so with a narrative that
emphasized the civic and beneficial role of public buildings and landscapes.

Today, there is significant demand for new interstate high-voltage power lines. These corridors could
be reimagined as multiuse recreational trails. Image courtesy Nicholas Pevzner.
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Major Planning Efforts

®®® Regional Plan Association
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MIT CAU + ZUS + URBANISTEN, The Meadowlands Area: The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey,
The 6th Borough, for Rebuild by Design, 2012 for a Tri-State Trail Network, for The Fourth Regional Plan, 2017 Port Master Plan 2050




greenway.org

3 Study Areas

1. Goethals Bridge

2. The PO I"l'S e Potential new or improved crossing over
. Newark Bay/Staten Island Sound/Passaic and
3. Kea rny Point Hackensack Rivers

e Subject of major planning effort or
impending change creating new opportunities
for trails

e Potential for trails to work in concept with broader
landscape improvements, including ecological
and economic benefits
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3 Study Areas
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1. Goethals Bridge

“...Mark Hermann became the first Staten Islander
to bike across the Goethals Bridge.” From SiLive.com

Opening of bicycle/pedestrian path on Bayonne
Bridge From SlLive.com
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1. Goethals Bridge

A. Elizabeth River Trail e T XL e [ ‘ T '
Connection | 30 A I BAYONNE

o

Elizabeth River Trail Image: WI Design

B. Bayway Refinery
Connection
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Bayway oil refinery Image: jqpubliq via Flickr YELS { \ I
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1. Goethals Bridge

B. Bayway Refinery
Connection

&he New ork imes

Exxon Settles $9 Billion Pollution
Case in New Jersey for Far Less

P e ‘Refinery
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By Benjamin Weiser

Feb. 27,2015
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1. Goethals Bridge

B. Bayway Refinery
Connection

» Can remediation of environmental damage
include recovery of potential trail connections
- restored creek corridors as the foundation of
a greenway link?

* Could Linden, which has felt the health
impacts of refinery operation, benefit
economically from a new trail hub?

. o P el “Refiner
* Would a mandated trail connection increase ' LINDEN & e )' :
visibility and accountability of refinery e S e hr:‘:\‘;':iy
operations? .4 BRosehil

Cemeteries
* If remediation called for in environmental Cemetery
lawsuits has a more visible public component,

like a trail connection, is it as easy to sidestep? L

|
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2. The Ports
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2. The Ports
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* Leverage possible cargo
field expansion for trail
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oo 1o s NEWARKE
2. The Ports e 7 800 G

Elizabeth Ports Area
Trail Hub

* Could disused elevated
CNJ Railway become a
direct trail link to the Ports
Area and a landmark
amenity for Elizabeth?
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2. The Ports

Newark Port

- NEWARK:

Potential harms are out-of-sight,
out-of-mind, for most people

 Shipping in general is a “hidden industry”
¢ Out of sight of land

e Our port is also hidden, in plain sight, off of the NJ
Turnpike

e Trucks are taken for granted

* But very visible to people who live in neighborhoods
close to the port

¢ Cumulative impacts of multiple stressors and
vulnerable, disempowered populations

From RobertJ. Laumbach M.D., M.PH., C.I.H,
Public Health and Our Ports: The Road to Clean ’ p MR L2y
Air, 2018 o 3 e o LT Y N

Responding to stakeholders’ desires to ’ I:I_GWGI‘k

have greater access and interaction : (T R T Y o Port"”

with the waterfront facilities, the D e JHPA= /) &

Port Authority will seek to work with the a5 3 G " Vel : NEWARK
Cities of Elizabeth and Newark to envision 3 SRR 3/ ~ _ BAY
and construct greater public access and ; Ao X » :
to provide communityfocused learning : -~ ELIZABETH L
opportunities and workforce development, o |
opening pathways to maritime jobs, and a : ' oy Dt A __ s e
window into the maritime ecosystem at the i aNge S Ve A S TN I S/ ; BAYO
terminals. : ’ & A%

#

ekl nee

From The Port Authority of New York and New _ v ¢ 4 e Pt
Jersey Port Master Plan 2050 ; # : el ;
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2. The Ports

- NEWARK:
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* As transportation and
shipping infrastructure is
rebuilt and retrofitted for
cleaner operations, can
public trails be folded in?

Will increased public

access through trails

stregthen public

advocacy for clean, safe __ R
operations, and lead to S S b W ;_I}'l_ewark
greater accountability by ' € Sf R | s ,. “Port”

operators? i : » 4 NEWARK
Can trails be overlaid 7 Y % N | e )i BAY
with landscape-based ’ Loy~ '

flood mitigation strategies,
which may be increasingly
important for waterfront
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3. Kearny Point

Regional Bicycle <l
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Area: The 6th Borough, for Rebuild by Design, 2012
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3. Kearny Point

P CKENSACKRIVES
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Phase 4

Phase 4 completes the campus with the development of the North Basin.
The plot’s significant footprint allows for the development of a large,
multi- use complex, with space for more than one-million gross square : . oy b 0 .
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feet of developable space. The shallow slip surrounding the North Basin is A :
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Kearny Point Master Plan Report, 2018
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3. Kearny Point

* New Industrial Park abuts
both current and proposed
ped/bicycle crossings over
Kearny Point; why not plan
internal circulation with £
larger connections in mind? . k] /""ﬁ N >,

=

P CKENSACKRIVES

* Would new businesses LT e
in Kearny Point become N o |
advocates for both short-term
improvements to the current WA TIXT 27 .
ECG connection and more IRONBOUND
ambitious trail projects? 0 e TN EVUARK] 6

47,

e Along with the ECG
connections, could a Kearny S,
Point waterfront bike circuit
become an amenity and
economic driver for the
Ironbound neighborhood?
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Lincoln Park, Jersey City, NJ




