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This study tests a framework for design ideation based 
on moving bodily through a major urban region. It 
grows out of an ongoing series of one-day, 100-mile 
bike rides from Philadelphia to Hoboken, NJ, along with 
subsequent mapping and research. 

The Philadelphia-New York corridor of the 
Northeastern Megalopolis is densely populated, well-
traveled, culturally rich, and extensively researched; 
yet there is no well-established walking or biking route 
connecting the two city centers. The closest equivalent 
is a section of the East Coast Greenway, which remains 
fragmented in key areas because it is superimposed on 
a landscape designed to prioritize motor vehicles. 

The interruptions in continuity and quality of 
walking and biking routes is particularly severe in 
the industrial/infrastructural rings surrounding the 
pedestrian-friendly urban centers of Philadelphia and 
New York. These outer rings have been the subject 
of ambitious, high-level plans to create new urban 
form and ecological systems. But an on-the-ground 
test of the large-scale walkability and bikeability of 
the Philadelphia-New York Corridor suggests smaller, 
more targeted interventions that can be regionally 
transformative with comparatively small investment. 

 

30-second time lapse photos 
Philadelphia to Hoboken Ride #2, 2018 
30-second time lapse photos
West Philadelphia to Hoboken Ride, 2018
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Urban districts, downtowns

Countryside, suburbia

Industry, infrastructure, “Dross” 

Connectivity: Delaware Valley 
Regional Planning Commission 
Connectivity Score based on density of 
non-freeway street intersections, 2015

Impervious Surface: National Land 
Cover Database Impervious Surface, 
2011, amended 2014
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Newark Port  Image: JOCcom

Retired Hudson Generating Station 
Image: Michael Mancuso for NJ.com

Red Bull Arena Image: NY Red Bulls

Newark Airport  Image: Julio Cortez/AP/Shutterstock
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New York/New Jersey: Industrial Ring
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WHIRLY BALL
Whirly Ball, Bowling, Games,
Nightlife

From MVVA, Lathrop Homes Framework Plan, 2015

Theories of Wastelands
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10/14/2019 THE GREEN NEW DEAL, LANDSCAPE, AND PUBLIC IMAGINATION | Landscape Architecture Magazine

https://landscapearchitecturemagazine.org/2019/07/23/the-green-new-deal-landscape-and-public-imagination/ 7/13

Today, there is significant demand for new interstate high-voltage power lines. These corridors could
be reimagined as multiuse recreational trails. Image courtesy Nicholas Pevzner.

government to improve daily life in both the city and countryside. The New Deal programs deployed
design for its power of persuasion, each in its own way, to build the case that these programs were in the
public interest, even in the face of conservatives’ discomfort with such a broad expansion of government.

The TVA built large infrastructure projects throughout the Tennessee Valley, such as dams, roads, and
power lines, jump-starting local economies and puing thousands of people to work in their design and
construction. But the TVA also went beyond just infrastructure by considering the holistic system of
infrastructure and urbanization across an entire watershed and expanding the scope of design and
planning. It built dams for navigation, dams for flood control, and dams for industry and rural
electricity—codesigned with a system of roads, worker selements, and even new towns. The TVA
incorporated design at multiple scales to build a case for this new infrastructure. Dams were carefully
integrated into their surrounding landscape. Approach roads were meticulously designed to reveal the
dams in an almost cinematic sequence. Architectural details on the dams themselves heightened their
sense of scale and their gleaming modernity. And carefully crafted signage proudly proclaimed in bold
typeface that this facility was “Built for the People of the United States.” The TVA was perhaps the most
holistic version of New Deal federal planning, coupling large-scale energy production with industrial
development, landscape design, town planning, and land management. It not only transformed the
economy of a seven-state region, but also crafted a wholly new landscape narrative and design language
for public works projects and public landscape.

The WPA focused instead on supporting the construction of an enormous number of municipal-scale
public facilities, such as postal buildings, schools, parks, roads, and bridges. It employed some eight
million people, creating work for laborers, craftspersons, and designers in the design and construction of
these facilities. It also supported the arts in the face of massive unemployment, hiring graphic artists to
design posters, theater directors to produce plays, photographers to document public life and New Deal
programs, for example—and in one instance, hired model makers to build a 1”=100’ replica of San
Francisco, an effort that took two years. The iconic WPA posters of national parks, created for the WPA’s
Federal Art Project, captured the drama of these public landscapes, and WPA photographs and
documentaries celebrated the optimistic and occasionally sublime quality of New Deal public works.
The WPA not only supported the arts through the Great Depression, but did so with a narrative that
emphasized the civic and beneficial role of public buildings and landscapes.

Trails and Active Infrastructure

THE GREEN NEW DEAL, LANDSCAPE, AND 
PUBLIC IMAGINATION
By Nicholas Pevzner

From the July 2019 Issue of Landscape Architecture Magazine
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Accessing Nature
Recommendations for a Tri-State Trail Network

A Report of The Fourth Regional Plan
September 2017

PORT 
MASTER 
PLAN 
2050

Major Planning Efforts

MIT CAU + ZUS + URBANISTEN, The Meadowlands Area: 
The 6th Borough, for Rebuild by Design, 2012

Regional Plan Association, Accessing Nature: Recommendations 
for a Tri-State Trail Network, for The Fourth Regional Plan, 2017

The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey,  
Port Master Plan 2050

New Meadowlands
introduction

THE NEW 
MEADOWLANDS 

PROJECT 
Executive Summary

The proposal offers primary protection 
against flooding. An elongated green 
infrastructure 3rd generation berm with 
occasional gates along the edges of the 
Meadowlands and most of its devel-
oped areas will protect against flooding 
from surges coming in from the Atlantic 
Ocean. Within the protected areas, several 
substantial fresh-water basins will absorb 
rainwater flooding, substantially reducing 
the storm water runoff into sewer lines and 
therefore almost eliminating local rainwa-
ter flooding from sewer overflow. 

An absolutely critical and innovative 
element is design integration. Designing 
both systems in full integration with other 
parts of the area (transportation, ecology, 
development) will bring benefits to both 
wildlife ecology and economic develop-
ment that otherwise remain unaccounted 
for. Integrated design will allow for the 
various past and ongoing marshland 

restoration efforts by the Meadowlands 
Commission to become connected and 
legible as one large, regional wildlife 
refuge, to be made accessible at appropri-
ate places for visitors. We propose to call 
this the Meadowpark. Integrated design 
will also allow for this large reserve to act 
as a major value adder and opportunity 
for the surrounding development areas. 
We propose to call the key element to this 
integrated design the Meadowband. The 
Meadowband is a civic amenity consisting 
of a local street, a Bus Rapid Transit-line, 
and a string of public spaces, recreation 
zones, and wildlife reserve access points 
on top of the outer berm and its slopes. 
The Meadowband is the missing link in 
the Meadowlands basin: a public space 
that mediates between the different 
systems (ecology, development) and the 
different scales (very local to interstate). In 
doing so, it provides a critical connective 
tissue on the scale of the Meadowlands 

itself – literally taking on the scale of the 
protection infrastructure. We envision 
that the audience for this linear, mean-
dering amenity consists of the inhabitants 
of the existing towns, the residents in 
new residential developments aligning 
the Meadowband, as well as tourists and 
visitors from the region, seeking access 
and recreation at what will be its biggest 
regional park. 

The fundamental principle of this project 
is a new grand bargain. In order to be 
worthy of substantial federal investment in 
protecting land from future flooding, it is 
imperative to use that land more effective-
ly. That means we propose shifting from 
a suburban-type land-use zoning (single 
story, freestanding, open-space parking 
around structure), to a more urban-type 
land-use zoning. Single-story warehouse 
zones should be up-zoned to become 
multi-story; areas around the Meadow-

The ‘New Meadowlands’ project articulates an integrated vision for protecting, 
connecting, and growing this critical asset to both New Jersey and the metro-
politan area of New York. The Meadowlands emerged out of a larger regional 
analysis that mapped a maximal spectrum of risks to a comprehensive set of 
vulnerabilities, combining flood risk with social vulnerability, vital network 
vulnerability, pollution risk, etc. Wherever this hazard sandwich reaches its 
greatest thickness, federal investments in protection make most sense. This 

analysis highlights the Meadowlands area as an urgent priority.

Overview of the New Meadowlands project as a regional attractor for New Jersey and the New York metropolitan area.
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3 Study Areas 

}
1. Goethals Bridge 
2. The Ports 
3. Kearny Point

• Potential new or improved crossing over 
Newark Bay/Staten Island Sound/Passaic and 
Hackensack Rivers

• Subject of major planning effort or 
impending change creating new opportunities 
for trails

• Potential for trails to work in concept with broader 
landscape improvements, including ecological 
and economic benefits
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1. Goethals Bridge

ECG Route

New Goethals 
Bridge Path

STATEN ISLAND

RAHWAY

BAYONNE

ELIZABETH

New Bayonne 
Bridge Path

Potential North 
Shore Greenway 

Connection*

*From Transportation Alternatives, Ringing the 
Greenway, April 2019

“...Mark Hermann became the first Staten Islander 
to bike across the Goethals Bridge.” From SILive.com

Opening of bicycle/pedestrian path on Bayonne 
Bridge From SILive.com

LINDEN

Google Earth
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1. Goethals Bridge

STATEN ISLAND

RAHWAY

BAYONNE

ELIZABETH

LINDEN

A. Elizabeth River Trail 
Connection 

A. Elizabeth River Trail 
Connection

B. Bayway Refinery 
Connection 

B. Bayway Refinery 
Connection 

Elizabeth River Trail Image: WI Design

Bayway oil refinery Image: jqpubliq via Flickr Google Earth
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1. Goethals Bridge
B. Bayway Refinery 

Connection

• Can remediation of environmental damage 
include recovery of potential trail connections 
- restored creek corridors as the foundation of 
a greenway link? 

• Could Linden, which has felt the health 
impacts of refinery operation, benefit 
economically from a new trail hub?

• Would a mandated trail connection increase 
visibility and accountability of refinery 
operations?

• If remediation called for in environmental 
lawsuits has a more visible public component, 
like a trail connection, is it as easy to sidestep? 

Google Earth
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Upgrading to 
World Class 
The Future of the Region’s Airports Revisited

A Report of The Fourth Regional Plan
June 2018

PORT 
MASTER 
PLAN 
2050

2. The Ports

Newark 
Intl. Airport

ECG Route

ELIZABETH

NEWARK

BAYONNE

NEWARK 
BAY

Port Authority Port 
Master Plan 2050: 
Proposed Realignment of 
McLester St.

4th Regional Plan: Proposed 
Cargo Field Expansion and 
New Rail Terminal, with PATH 
Service Extension 

Newark 
Port

Google Earth
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2. The Ports

ECG Route

NEWARK

BAYONNE

NEWARK 
BAY

ELIZABETH

Newark International 
Airport

• Leverage possible cargo 
field expansion for trail 
connection to new Port 
roads

• Integrate bicycle/ped 
access to possible new 
airport rail terminal as 
spur from Greenway

• Create Ports Area trail hub 
in Downtown Elizabeth

Newark 
Intl. Airport

Newark 
Port

Google Earth
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2. The Ports

ECG Route

NEWARK
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Elizabeth Ports Area 
Trail Hub

• Could disused elevated 
CNJ Railway become a 
direct trail link to the Ports 
Area and a landmark 
amenity for Elizabeth?

Elevated CNJ Railway 

Corridor

CNJ Rail Line, Elizabeth Image: Google Earth 2017

Newark 
Intl. Airport

Newark 
Port

Google Earth
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2. The Ports

ECG Route

NEWARK

BAYONNE

NEWARK 
BAY

ELIZABETH

Newark Port

Elevated CNJ Railway 

Corridor

Newark 
Port

Newark 
Intl. Airport

Potential harms are out-of-sight, 
out-of-mind, for most people 
• Shipping in general is a “hidden industry”

• Out of sight of land

• Our port is also hidden, in plain sight, off of the NJ 
Turnpike

• Trucks are taken for granted 
• But very visible to people who live in neighborhoods 

close to the port 
• Cumulative impacts of multiple stressors and 

vulnerable, disempowered populations

30From Robert J. Laumbach M.D., M.P.H., C.I.H, 
Public Health and Our Ports: The Road to Clean 
Air, 2018

From The Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey Port Master Plan 2050

Responding to stakeholders’ desires to 
have greater access and interaction 
with the waterfront facilities, the 
Port Authority will seek to work with the 
Cities of Elizabeth and Newark to envision 
and construct greater public access and 
to provide communityfocused learning 
opportunities and workforce development, 
opening pathways to maritime jobs, and a 
window into the maritime ecosystem at the 
terminals.

Google Earth
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2. The Ports
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Newark 
Port

Newark 
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• As transportation and 
shipping infrastructure is 
rebuilt and retrofitted for 
cleaner operations, can 
public trails be folded in?

• Will increased public 
access through trails 
stregthen public 
advocacy for clean, safe 
operations, and lead to 
greater accountability by 
operators? 

• Can trails be overlaid 
with landscape-based 
flood mitigation strategies, 
which may be increasingly 
important for waterfront 
infrastructure? Google Earth
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The New Meadowlands. A Resilient Masterplan
Recreation and Leisure

The New Meadowlands. A Resilient Masterplan
Recreation and Leisure

Regional Bicycle 
Network

The Meadowpark 
Green Map
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MIT CAU + ZUS + URBANISTEN, The Meadowlands 
Area: The 6th Borough, for Rebuild by Design, 2012

Rebuild By Design 2012 

Proposed Bicycle Path 
Along Old RR Bridge 

Google Earth
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Hugo Neu Kearny Point Master Plan 2018

40 41Kearny Point Master Plan Report

Phase 3

Phase 3 opens up development sites on the Waterfront and Central 
Avenue parcels. The Waterfront allows an opportunity for four parcels 
to be developed at a relatively low density. These sites are surrounded 
by a replanted landscape, and connected by a continuous esplanade 
which overlooks a restored living shoreline. The outlines of the shipyard's 
former boat basins are recalled through platforms which extend from the 
campus into the river.

The Central Avenue parcel provides an opportunity for a higher density 
gateway building, with high visibility from multiple vantages, and vistas 
over the site and beyond.

Phase 4

Phase 4 completes the campus with the development of the North Basin. 
The plot’s significant footprint allows for the development of a large, 
multi- use complex, with space for more than one-million gross square 
feet of developable space. The shallow slip surrounding the North Basin is 
returned to a native habitat.

C
h

aracte
r

From HUGO NEU, STUDIOS Architecture, WXY, 
Kearny Point Master Plan Report, 2018

Proposed Promenade and Shoreline Restoration

3. Kearny Point

Google Earth
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3. Kearny Point
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• New Industrial Park abuts 
both current and proposed  
ped/bicycle crossings over 
Kearny Point; why not plan 
internal circulation with 
larger connections in mind? 

• Would new businesses 
in Kearny Point become 
advocates for both short-term 
improvements to the current 
ECG connection and more 
ambitious trail projects? 

• Along with the ECG 
connections, could a Kearny 
Point waterfront bike circuit 
become an amenity and 
economic driver for the 
Ironbound neighborhood? Google Earth
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